
 

.FI+Z  F/X .  

The F/X unit is the newest member of the FI+Z system. It operates in combination with 

the MDR2 Motor Driver to provide a powerful set of control and in-camera effect 

capabilities. Its simple user interface and large display make operation quick and 

intuitive.  The unit's Lens Library provides for the storage of 150 lens types, virtually 

eliminating the requirement to calibrate lenses on the set. 

 
The F/X unit provides the following functions: 
 

• Camera speed ramping using Speed/Aperture or Speed/Shutter interlock. 

• In- camera effects: 

� Aperture linked with shutter angle for changing the depth of field 

while maintaining constant exposure. 

� Zoom linked with Focus for maintaining constant image size over a 

range of distances. 

• Interlocking 3 variables simultaneously: speed/aperture/shutter. 

• Record and Playback of FIZ channels for repeating sequences. 

• Delivery of Absolute motor positions (for CGI applications). 
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The F/X unit was specifically designed for quick set-up and ease of use. All calculations for f-stop, 

shutter angle and camera time to screen time conversion are done by the unit. Up to 150 lens 

calibrations may be stored in memory during prep, enabling lens changes in moments.  

 

Camera speeds can be ramped either automatically or manually. In the automatic mode, up to 

four speeds and three ramp times can be entered. Speed changes are cued by pressing the 

Up/Down Cursor keys. The F/X unit automatically calculates the ramp time as a screen (projected) 

time. In the manual mode, the user enters the minimum and maximum speeds and uses the slider 

on the side of the unit to control camera speed. The calibrated Iris Knob sets the base (24fps) f-

stop; the user is free to make a stop pull at any time - even during a speed ramp. 

 

This same ease of use is carried over into the Speed/Shutter mode. Once the user enters the 

desired speeds, the unit calculates and displays the correct shutter angle relative to the 24 fps 

reference set by the user. As in the Speed/Aperture mode, speed ramps can be made either 

automatically or manually. 

 

The Record/Playback function allows up to 10 minutes of lens, camera speed, and shutter angle 

data to be both captured and played back. The Playback function may be triggered manually from 

the keyboard or remotely through the serial connection. This allows the playback of camera and 

lens functions to be synchronized with other motion control equipment such as remote heads, 

cranes and dollies. 

 

The F/X has an integral microwave spread spectrum transceiver*, which operates in the 2.4GHz 

unlicensed ISM band. Channel selection is indicated in the System Status screen and may be 

changed through the keyboard to match that of the MDR2. Thirty channels allow multiple users to 

operate simultaneously without interference. The flat microwave antenna is integrated into the top 

of the housing for ruggedness. 

 
Specifications 
Size: 180mm x 130mm x 37mm (7" x 5" x 1.5") 
Weight: .8kg  (28 oz) 
Camera Compatibility:  
Arriflex:  24V models with serial digital connection (535, 435, SR3) 
  12V models with analog interface (Arri3, Sr2, 35BL) 
Panavision:  Panaflex Platinum, Gold, Panastar I, Panastar II, Elaine, Millenium, Millenium XL. 
Aaton:   XPROD models, Aaton 35 
Moviecam Compact: Cameras with CEI Compact Precision Speed Plus can be controlled 
directly with the MDR2 and Arri3 Camera Cable (11 pin Fischer).  
 
Battery:  Li-Ion 7.4V 1.4AH 
 
4030 F/X unit with 2 x Li-Ion battery and 110/220VAC Charger. 
4031 Spare Li-Ion battery 
 

* Notice: The Federal Communication Commission has not approved this device. This device, is not, and 
may not be, offered for sale or leased until approval of the FCC has been obtained. 
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